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PROGRAM 

 

Master of Ceremonies                                                                                                        Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown    

Associate Pastor, TwelŌh BapƟst Church 
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Memorial Tribute  Sis. Lisa Dix                                                                        Rev. Dr. Willie Bodrick, II      

IntroducƟon of the Head Table & Dignitaries                                                                 Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown 

Musical SelecƟons                                                                                   TwelŌh BapƟst Church Ensemble 

 Jonathan Singleton, Minister of Music 

Special PresentaƟons                                             Mayor Michelle Wu, State RepresentaƟve Chyna Tyler 

 State Senator Liz Miranda, Congresswomen Ayanna Pressley 

 U. S. Senator Ed Markey 

Blessing of the Food 

Musical SelecƟons                                                                                   TwelŌh BapƟst Church Ensemble 

Video PresentaƟon—Built to Last                                                                            Short Historical Media 

 Created and Presented by Marnier Crockton 

Special Tribute to Pastor Emeritus Gerald                                                                 Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 

Congratulatory Remarks              Dr. Noelle Trent (MAAH), Imari Paris Jeffries (EMBRACE Boston), 

 Black Ministerial Alliance, MA Council of Churches, Black Ecumenical Council of MA 

Video PresentaƟon                              Oral History Project Presented by TBC Zoomers & A/V Ministry 

Liturgical Dance            Jay’dha Rackard, N/A Dance Troupe and OrigiNaƟon Cultural Arts Center 

IntroducƟon of the Guest Speaker                                                                              Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 

Musical SelecƟon                                                                                                    Instrumental Ensemble 

Keynote Message                                                                                            Rev. Dr. Charles E. Goodman, Jr. 

RecogniƟon of Long-Standing Members                                                            Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 

A Word of Thanks & Final Call to AcƟon                                                            Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 

Closing Hymn                                                                                                               Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

BenedicƟon/Closing Prayer                                                                                       Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 
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PREFACE 

BUILT TO LAST: We’ve Come This Far By Faith 
 

TwelŌh BapƟst Church stands on the enduring foundaƟon of a dual legacy— 
tracing its spiritual and congregaƟonal roots to 1805. 

This year marks the 220th Anniversary of the founding of the First African BapƟst Church (1805) and the 
185th Anniversary of the establishment of TwelŌh BapƟst Church (1840), a congregaƟon born out of the  

fires of faith and freedom, and built by a people whose resilience became their witness. 

For 185 years, TwelŌh BapƟst Church has stood as a living monument to God’s sustaining power  
and our community’s enduring spirit. 

Born in resistance and rooted in hope, this church has weathered seasons of  
trial and triumph, yet never lost its song, its mission, or its faith. 

Through slavery and segregaƟon, 
Through civil rights and social change, 

Through pandemic and progress,  

We have held fast to the truth that what God builds cannot be broken. 

TwelŌh BapƟst Church is more than a building; it is a movement of faith, hope, and love. 

It is a church that has raised generaƟons of disciples, scholars, and servant leaders. 

It has been a sanctuary for the weary, a plaƞorm for the propheƟc,  
and a home for those seeking the  

transforming power of Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate this year not merely as a milestone, 

But as a declaraƟon: 
 

We are sƟll here! 
SƟll believing. 
SƟll building. 

SƟll becoming. 

For we are the evidence that God’s church is indeed 

BUILT TO LAST. 
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Love, Light, Life, and Libera on 

Because when God builds it, it's 

Built to Last. 

“Upon this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

– MaƩhew 16:18 

As you turn the pages of this celebraƟon, you will encounter  

the story of a people grounded in grace and powered by perseverance. 

You will see how God’s hand has guided us through generaƟons, 

how God’s Word has sustained us through uncertainty, 

and how God’s Spirit conƟnues to breathe new life into this ministry. 

This is not just our history — it is our tesƟmony. 

Our faith has been tested, but never defeated. 

Our witness has been challenged, but never silenced. 

And our purpose remains unchanged — 

to preach the Gospel, to do jusƟce, 

and to love God’s people in word and in deed. 

We stand today because generaƟons before us 

refused to give up on God — 
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and because God never gave up on us. 

The same Spirit that sustained our ancestors 

sƟll strengthens us now, 

calling us to build forward 

with courage, creaƟvity, and convicƟon. 

For 220 years from our founding and 185 years as TwelŌh BapƟst Church,  
we have stood upon the Solid Rock — 

and we will keep standing upon  

Love, Light, Life, and Libera on 

Because when God builds it, it's 

Built to Last. 

Beacon Hill, Boston 
(1805-1907) 

Shawmut Ave., Roxbury
(1907-1954) 

Warren Street, Roxbury
(1957-Present) 
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GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

Thomas O. Chisholm 

Verse 1 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
Refrain: 

Great is thy faithfulness, 
Great is thy faithfulness, 

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hast provided; 

Great is thy faithfulness, 
Lord unto me. 

 
Verse 2 

Summer and winter and springƟme and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

 

Verse 3 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside. [Refrain] 
 

WE’VE COME THIS FAR BY FAITH 
Music & Lyrics: Albert Goodson  

Chorus 
We have come this far by faith, 

Leaning on the Lord, 
TrusƟng in His holy Word, 
He's never failed us --yet. 

Singin' oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh oh can't turn a-round, 
We've come this far by faith. 
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CELEBRATING 185 YEARS OF FAITH 
AND 220 YEARS OF LEGACY 
”To God be the glory, great things He has done” 

With grateful hears, we honor God for 185 years of Twelfth Baptist Church and 220 years 
since the First African Baptist Church - a legacy of faith, freedom and fellowship. May we 

continue to build upon the foundation laid by our ancestors and shine as a beacon of 
hope for future generations. 
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LETTER FROM THE FIRST FAMILY 
 

Rev. Dr. Willie Bodrick, II, J.D., M.Div., Senior Pastor, First Lady Dr. Devin CromarƟe Bodrick 
and Willie Bodrick, III. TwelŌh BapƟst Church — 2025 

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow! 
 
This year, we celebrate 220 years since the founding of the First African BapƟst Church (1805) and 185 years 
since the establishment of TwelŌh BapƟst Church (1840), a spiritual lineage born out of faith and freedom, sus-
tained by a people whose courage and convicƟon became their tesƟmony. We carry the legacy of those whose 
unwavering resilience sƟll lights the path of freedom and faith today. 
 
We stand today as heirs of a sacred story — one wriƩen by those who believed that faith could overcome bond-
age, that hope could outlast hardship, and that love could rebuild what hate sought to destroy. From Revs. 
Thomas Paul, George Black, Leonard Grimes, George Washington Williams, Dr. MaƩhew A. N. Shaw, and Rev. 
Dr. Michael E. Haynes, to my immediate predecessor, Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Gerald, Jr., each leader built faithfully 
upon a foundaƟon laid by God Himself. 
 
As we celebrate this anniversary, our theme, “Built to Last,” reminds us that we are part of something far great-
er than ourselves. Psalm 127:1 declares: 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain that build it; 
unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” 
 
Indeed, God has been the Builder and Keeper of this house. For 185 years, TwelŌh BapƟst Church has weath-
ered the storms of history and remained a beacon of faith, freedom, and jusƟce — because it was built on the 
unshakable foundaƟon of Jesus Christ. 
 
As First Lady and I reflect on these four years of senior pastoral leadership, partnership, and purpose, and my 
thirteen years in ministry at TwelŌh BapƟst Church, we are overwhelmed by the grace of God and the faithful-
ness of this congregaƟon. We have grown together, worshiped together, and worked together to extend the 
reach of Christ’s love in our community. In every trial and triumph, God has proven Himself faithful. 
 
At the heart of all we do is our mission — to be a Church of Love, Light, Life, and LiberaƟon: 

● Love that welcomes, heals, and binds us together. 

● Light that shines truth into dark places and bears witness to Christ. 

● Life that flows abundantly through worship, fellowship, and service. 

 LiberaƟon that breaks chains, upliŌs voices, and advances jusƟce in the spirit of our ancestors. 

To my beloved TwelŌh BapƟst family, thank you for your steadfastness, your prayers, and your partnership in 
the Gospel. You are living witnesses that the Church is not simply a building of brick and stone — it is a body 
built by faith, sustained by grace, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 
As we look to the future, we press forward in the spirit of Philippians 3:14: 

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

We will conƟnue to build — with faith as our foundaƟon, love as our mortar, and hope as our blueprint — 
trusƟng that what God builds truly lasts. 
 
May the Lord conƟnue to bless TwelŌh BapƟst Church, that generaƟons yet unborn may say, “This is the house 
that the Lord built,” and we are Built to Last.  
 
With deep love and graƟtude from our family to yours, 
Rev. Dr. Willie Bodrick, II J.D., M.Div., Senior Pastor,  
First Lady Dr. Devin CromarƟe Bodrick, and Willie Bodrick, III. 
TwelŌh BapƟst Church — 2025 
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OUR GUEST SPEAKER 

Reverend Dr. Charles E. Goodman, Jr. 

The Reverend Dr. Charles E. Goodman, Jr. celebrates eighteen years as 
the Senior Pastor and Teacher of the historic Tabernacle BapƟst Church 
of Augusta, Georgia.  Under  his visionary leadership, the church has 
grown into “one church in mulƟple locaƟons, “ serving more than 
15,000 partners, including the TAB Global audience through virtual and 
weekly in-person services.  Before his tenure at Tabernacle, Dr. Good-
man faithfully served as pastor of Pleasant View Missionary BapƟst 
Church in Salem, Alabama, for three and a half years. 

A scholar and lifelong learner, Dr. Goodman holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree with honors from Wake Forest University in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina.  He earned his Master of Divinity degree from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, and a Doc-
tor of Ministry from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.  
Further pursuing  academic excellence, he completed a Master of Man-
agement with a concentraƟon in OrganizaƟonal Leadership at Cam-
bridge College and parƟcipated in Yale University’s Clergy Scholars Pro-
gram. 

In 2020, Rev. Dr. Goodman achieved an ExecuƟve Coaching CerƟficaƟon 
in Diversity through Coach Diversity and Howard University Business School collaboraƟon.  In 2023, he 
successfully defended his doctoral research on The Black Church and Leadership in Times of Crisis, earn-
ing a Ph.D. in Leadership from Anderson University in Anderson, South Carolina.  That same year, he was 
selected as a Preaching Exemplar in the inaugural cohort for the Compelling Preaching IniƟaƟve at Chris-
Ɵan Theological Seminary, under the leadership of Dr. Frank Thomas.  This iniƟaƟve seeks to advance the 
sacred tradiƟon of African American preaching through scholarship and mentorship.  In the summer of 
2024, Rev. Dr. Goodman was elected Assistant Secretary for the presƟgious Hampton University Minis-
ters’ and Choir Guild Conference. 

He serves on numerous community boards and contributes as an adjunct professor and mentor of various 
insƟtuƟons of higher learning.  A respected thought leader, he regularly publishes content on ministry 
methodologies and contemporary preaching.  His ministry journey has taken him beyond the pulpit; he 
has preached and studied in the Holy Land, deepening his connecƟon to the Scripture and his commit-
ment to service. 

He has authored four books; You Can’t Run from Purpose, Road to Recovery, The Flip Side of Favor, and 
It’s Complicated. 

A naƟve of Greensboro, North Carolina, Rev. Dr. Goodman credits his grandparents, Deacon Ernest, and 
Mrs. CharloƩe Swann, for insƟlling in him a foundaƟon of faith and service.  AffecƟonately known as “PG” 
by his congregaƟon  he is deeply respected as a servant-leader in his community. 

Outside of ministry, Dr. Goodman is an avid sports enthusiast and devoted Philadelphia Eagles fan.  He is 
a proud member of Omega Psi  Phi and Sigma Pi Phi fraterniƟes . 

Amazed by God’s grace and love, Dr. Charles E. Goodman, Jr., is a highly sought-aŌer preacher, speaker, 
revivalist and lecturer.  He inspires audiences worldwide with his pracƟcal and relatable approach to pro-
claiming the Word of God, empowering and encouraging believers to live out their faith with purpose and 
passion.   

“Created to Worship, Called to Preach, Chosen to Lead” 
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ANNIVERSARY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Chairperson 

Pastor Willie Bodrick, II 

 

Co-Chair & Event Planners 

Minister Elizabeth Crockton, Trustee Winston Bodrick, Deacon-
ess Sharon Keyes, Sis. Clara Bell, Sis. Marcella Dix-Brown 

 

Advisory CommiƩee 

Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown, Deacon Markel Crockton, Minister Isaiah 
Briggs, Deacon Maurice Nobles, Jr., Sis. Marnier Crockton,  
Bro. Sidney  Burton Jr., Trustee Winston Bodrick,  
Trustee Linda Cabral 

 

LogisƟcs Team 

Deaconess Sharon Keyes, Sis. Linda Cabral, Sis. Marcella Brown, 
Deaconess Paula Henry, Trustee Sandra Hines, Minister Isaiah 
Briggs 

 

Program CommiƩee 

Pastor Willie Bodrick, Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown, Minister Elizabeth 
Crockton, Minister Isaiah Briggs, Sis. Clara Bell 

 

Social Media Team  

Min. Isaiah Briggs, Bro. Sidney Burton Jr.  

 

PublicaƟon & CommemoraƟve Book CommiƩee  

Sis. Marcella Dix-Brown, Lisa Dix, Bro. Sidney Burton Jr.  

 

Displays, DecoraƟons, Designs, & Logo Team 

Sis. Lisa Dix, Sis. Susie Smith, Minister Isaiah Briggs 

 

Ads, Patrons, & Tickets Team 

Chairperson Sis. Kathrina Caiby, Sis. Linda Cabral, Deaconess 
Donna Vass, Sis. Violet BriƩon, Sis. Clara Bell,  Sis. Sanda Hines, 
Sis. Barbara Gibbs, Sis. Pheoblyn Reid, Sis. Juana Gayle-Flores, 
Bro. Elijah B. Robson, Bro. Sidney Burton Jr., Trustee Winston 
Bodrick, Sis. Billye Ruth Thomas, Sis. Marilyn Blackwell, Deacon 
Learie Blackwell, Sis. Lisa Dix, Sis. Elizabeth Price, Sis. Althea 
Forde 

 

CorporaƟons & Business Sponsors Team 

Pastor Willie Bodrick, II, Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown, Trustee Winston 
Bodrick 

 

Souvenir CommiƩee 

Chairperson Minister Elizabeth Crockton, Co-Chair Sis. Kymberly 
Terry, Deaconess Donna Vass, Sis. Lynn Mitchell, Sis. Brenda 
Nobles, Rev. Brenda H. Williams, Bro. Logan Williams, Sis. Saidie 
Buton-Goss, Minister Naomi Crumb-Johnson, Minister Rayann 
Batchelder, Sis. Karen Maund, Sis. Adell Coren, Sis. Anita Hamil-
ton, Min. Rachel Idowu-Gray, Sis. Glenda Sims, Sis. Lia-Sims 
Okudaye, Sis. Carla Sims, Sis. Wanda Gaines, Sis. Linda Davis,  
Sis. Mona Woods, Sis. Louise Peddy 

 

Outreach & Correspondence CommiƩee 

Sis. Clara Bell 

 

Hospitality & Volunteer Team 

Chairperson Deacon Maurice Nobles Jr., Sis. Stephanie Adara-
mola, Deacon Sherman Bartholomew, Deaconess Gwendolyn 
Stewart, Sis. Evelyn Farrington, Bro. Jaiden Farrington, Bro. Kyan 
Adaramola, Bro. Isasis Adaramola, Sis. Leeyan Redwood, Bro. 
Stephen Branch, Sis. Ashley Osinubi, Sis. Denisha Crawley Bell, 
Deaconess Robin Nobles, Sis. Tarrona Davis, Sis. Grace Umana, 
Sis. Ryan Riley, Bro. Bruce Gonsalves, Bro. Raymond Nobles, Sis. 
Olga Morency 

 

Financial Team 

Trustee Winston Bodrick, Trustee Sandra Hines, Sis. Vera Frank-
lin, Sis. Kathrina Caiby, Sis. Tammy Hill 

 

Video ProducƟon Team 

Sis. Marnier Crockton, Sis. Willia Cooper, Bro. Sidney Burton Jr., 
Sis. Olga Morency, Sis. S. Frances Glenn-Chalmers, Deaconess 
Gwendolyn Stewart, Bro. Michel Morency 

 

Music Ministry CommiƩee 

Bro. Jonathan Singleton, Minister Isaiah Briggs 

THANK YOU 

To our dedicated 185th Anniversary Celebration Committee, we extend our deepest gratitude.  Your exceptional hard work, invaluable contributions, 
and meticulous planning were the foundation of this event’s success.  Your dedication and execution brought our vision to life.   

This celebration would not have been possible without you.   

Media Credits 
Public Address System:  12th Note ProducƟons, Felix Mwangi 

Photo Booth and Photography: Special Effects Photography, James Boykins & Jamil Boykins 
Photography: Visions Inn Media, Denise Burton 

Video Cameras and Recording:  Senavision, Carlos De Sena 
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HISTORY OF TWELFTH BAPTIST CHURCH (1805–2025) 

“Built To Last” 

Dedicated to the ancestors and saints of Twel h Bap st Church, whose faith built this house of freedom.  

I. A Church Born in Freedom (1805–1838) 

The story of TwelŌh BapƟst Church begins not as a monument but as a movement of faith. TwelŌh BapƟst 
Church stands on the enduring foundaƟon of a dual legacy—tracing its spiritual and congregaƟonal roots to 
1805 with the founding of the First African BapƟst Church. In 1805, in the shadow of slavery and racial ex-
clusion, a group of free Black believers led by Rev. Thomas Paul, Scipio Dalton, and Cato Gardner organized 
the First African BapƟst Church of Boston (Levesque, Black Boston, pp. 318–322). They sought to worship 
without restraint, to educate their children, and to embody the convicƟon that the Spirit of the Lord is free-
dom (2 Corinthians 3:17). 

Their worship began in a modest meeƟng hall, but their vision soon outgrew it. On December 6, 1806, the 
congregaƟon dedicated the African MeeƟng House on Smith Court — the first Black church building in 
America, built largely by the hands and offerings of Black Bostonians (Levesque, pp. 320–321). 

The MeeƟng House quickly became more than a sanctuary; it was the spiritual, educaƟonal, and poliƟcal 
heart of Boston’s free Black community. The church hosted early schools for Black children and gatherings 
of aboliƟonist leaders. In 1832, it was there that William Lloyd Garrison founded the New England AnƟ-
Slavery Society, confirming that this church — Boston’s first Black BapƟst congregaƟon — was both a house 
of worship and a citadel of freedom. 

  

II. The Schism and the ConƟnuaƟon of the First African BapƟst Church (1838–1915) 

(with reference to George A. Levesque, Black Boston: African American Life and Culture in Urban America, 
1750–1860, pp. 353–357) 

The final years of the 1830s were defining for the First African BapƟst Church on Beacon Hill. Under Rev. 
George H. Black, ordained in November 1838, the congregaƟon experienced remarkable growth — from 89 
to 158 members in just three years — and renewed energy for social reform. 

AboliƟonism had evolved from moral senƟment into a spiritual imperaƟve. Rev. Black became the leading 
voice of this convicƟon, teaching that the Gospel demanded not only salvaƟon but liberaƟon — that faith 
and freedom were inseparable. To reflect this new vision, he led the church to adopt a new name: the First 
Independent BapƟst Church of People of Color of Boston. In his 1838 leƩer to the Boston BapƟst Associa-
Ɵon, he explained that the term African was “ill applied to a church composed of American ciƟzens.” It was 
both a theological and civic declaraƟon — affirming that Black believers were not merely descendants of a 
conƟnent but righƞul ciƟzens shaping the conscience of a naƟon. 
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By 1840, differences had hardened. Some members favored public aboliƟonist engagement; others feared 
its consequences. When reconciliaƟon proved impossible, Rev. Black and approximately forty members — 
commiƩed to the liberaƟonist cause — withdrew and began worshiping in a loŌ beside the old Smith Court 
meeƟnghouse. Their departure was not an abandonment of the church; it was an affirmaƟon of its spirit. 
They believed, rightly, that the church was the people, not the property, and that the soul of the African 
BapƟst Church resided in those who carried its covenant forward. 

Both groups claimed authenƟcity, and the Boston BapƟst AssociaƟon, overwhelmed by rival appeals, de-
clined to decide which body was the “true” church. Yet history has made that determinaƟon. The congrega-
Ɵon that followed Rev. George Black — the people who preserved the covenant, membership, and mission 
of the original church — became the living conƟnuaƟon of Boston’s first Black BapƟst congregaƟon. 

In the years that followed, Boston’s streets pulsed with aboliƟonist energy. The George LaƟmer case of 
1842, in which a fugiƟve was seized under the FugiƟve Slave Law, galvanized the Black community and 
deepened the reformers’ resolve. In that crucible, the new congregaƟon found its enduring idenƟty. When 
Rev. Leonard A. Grimes became pastor in 1848, the Boston BapƟst AssociaƟon formally recognized the 
body as the TwelŌh BapƟst Church. 

III. The Grimes Era and the FugiƟve Slave Church (1848–1874) 

Rev. Leonard Andrew Grimes played a pivotal role as one of the principal agents of the Underground Rail-
road.  Born of free African-American parents in Leesburg, Virginia 1815, he worked as a Hackman.  He pur-
chased several horses and carriages to provide transportaƟon for hire and clandesƟnely used his business 
to transport fugiƟve slaves to the Washington, DC area. In 1839, Grimes was arrested, convicted, assessed a 
$100 fine, and served two years in prison for assisƟng a woman named PaƩy and her six children escape 
from slavery in Loudoun County, Virginia. (Loudoun Museum. (n.d.). The Leonard Grimes Trial (1840), 
Loudoun County, Virginia.pp. 36–37). Loudoun History / Loudoun County library) 

In November 1848, he was ordained as the first pastor of TwelŌh BapƟst Church, a posiƟon he held for 25 
years unƟl his death in 1873. Grimes was a prominent figure in the naƟonal church community, serving as 
president of the American BapƟst Missionary ConvenƟon and the Consolidated BapƟst ConvenƟons for sev-
eral years. He was instrumental in pushing these organizaƟons to oppose slavery, advocaƟng for no fellow-
ship with slave-holding ministries. 

His commitment to the aboliƟonist cause extended beyond his pastoral duƟes. Grimes acƟvely opposed the 
FugiƟve Slave Act, a law that allowed slave owners, with the assistance of federal agents and the court, to 
arrest escaped slaves and return them to slavery in the South. Grimes was acƟvely involved in significant 
fugiƟve slave cases, including those of Shadrach Minkins, Thomas Sims, and Anthony Burns. In the case of 
Anthony Burns, an escaped slave who became a member of Grimes's church in 1854, Grimes led efforts to 
secure his freedom aŌer Burns was arrested under the FugiƟve Slave Act. Although the legal baƩle was lost, 
Grimes raised sufficient funds to purchase Burns's freedom, highlighƟng his unwavering dedicaƟon to jus-
Ɵce. 
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Rev. Grimes transformed the church into what became known as “The Fugi ve Slave Church.” It was a sta-
Ɵon on the Underground Railroad, a moral force for aboliƟon, and a beacon of faith that declared the Gos-
pel’s power to make all people free. Under Rev. Leonard A. Grimes, TwelŌh BapƟst became the epicenter 
of aboliƟonist ChrisƟanity. TwelŌh BapƟst Church served as a rallying point for acƟvists, scholars, and 
preachers who believed that faith without jusƟce was empty. 

During the Civil War, Grimes was a key advocate for the enlistment of African Americans in the Union Army. 
Grimes also believed that blacks should be allowed to bear arms in the Civil War. Grimes appealed directly 
to the Governor of MassachuseƩs, and as a result of his efforts, blacks earned the right to bear arms and 
join the Civil War. He played a significant role in recruiƟng soldiers for the 54th Regiment Massachuse s 
Volunteer Infantry, one of the first African-American regiments in the Civil War, encouraging members of his 
congregaƟon and the broader community to join the fight for freedom. Grimes was even invited to serve as 
the regiment’s chaplain, but he declined, because he was commiƩed to his duƟes at TwelŌh BapƟst Church. 

Grimes's personal life was marked by his marriage to Octavia Grimes, who was a pillar of strength in his life 
and ministry. Together, they had four children: Emma, John, Leonard, and Julia. Octavia was deeply involved 
in church iniƟaƟves, supporƟng her husband's aboliƟonist work and contribuƟng to the church’s efforts in 
aiding the oppressed. 

When he passed on March 14, 1873, TwelŌh BapƟst Church was the largest church in the Boston BapƟst 
AssociaƟon, with more than 700 members and an enduring reputaƟon for faith in acƟon. 
 

IV. ReconstrucƟon and Renaissance (1874–1899) 

Rev. George Washington Williams, a graduate of Newton Theological Seminary, succeeded Grimes in 1874. 
A pioneering historian and legislator, Williams became the leader of the flock on April 4, 1874, and was in-
stalled as the Second Ordained  Pastor on June 24, 1874. Williams served TwelŌh BapƟst Church from 1874 
to 1876.  

During his tenure as pastor at TBC, Williams researched and wrote the first detailed history of the church, 
The History of the Twel h Bap st Church.  Boston, Mass. 1840-1874, an 80-page history of the church docu-
menƟng its role as a sanctuary for escaped slaves and its contribuƟons to the aboliƟonist movement.  

Williams also authored The History of the Negro Race in America, the first major work of Black American his-
toriography, and A History of Negro Troops in the War of Rebellion and The History of the Negro Race in 
America, 1619- 1880, the first major work of Black American historiography. His tenure reflected TwelŌh 
BapƟst’s intellectual and moral leadership in ReconstrucƟon America (Levesque, pp. 377–379). 
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From 1876 to 1899, several pastors conƟnued the ministry — Revs. William C. Dennis, L.F. Walden, Robert N. 
Fairfax, H.H. Harris, J. Allen Kirk, A.W. Adams, and Dr. Johnson W. Hill — ensuring that the church’s legacy of 
faith and scholarship endured. 

V. Our Sister Descendant From Beacon Hill (1840 - 1915) 

When Rev. George Black and a porƟon of the congregaƟon withdrew in 1840 to conƟnue the mission of the 
First African BapƟst Church and became the TwelŌh BapƟst Church, another group remained connected to 
the Beacon Hill property. Both bodies iniƟally claimed to be the legiƟmate conƟnuaƟon of the original 
church. The Beacon Hill group, which maintained the meeƟnghouse property, would later become known as 
St. Paul’s BapƟst Church. 

In 1892, desƟny prepared another chapter: 120 members withdrew from TwelŌh BapƟst Church to establish 
Calvary BapƟst Church in the South End.  

Then, on the first Sunday in March 1915, a powerful act of unity took place. The congregaƟons of Calvary 
BapƟst Church, Morning Star BapƟst Church (not to be confused with the congregaƟon founded in 1965, 
currently on Blue Hill Avenue in MaƩapan), and St. Paul’s BapƟst Church marched together as one body to 
St. Paul’s. In a moving ceremony of faith and fellowship, they merged to form Peoples BapƟst Church of Bos-
ton — a new insƟtuƟon that reflected the conƟnued growth and vitality of the Black BapƟst witness in the 
city. 

People's BapƟst Church, our sister congregaƟon, represents an important part of the Black church story in 
Boston and likewise traces its spiritual ancestry to the church on Beacon Hill. TwelŌh BapƟst Church, howev-
er, conƟnues the direct and unbroken line of people, mission, and mantle of the First African BapƟst Church 
through the legacy of Rev. George Black — ensuring that the Gospel of freedom remains not only a memory, 
but a movement. 

 VI. The Shaw Era: Movement and MigraƟon (1899–1924) 

Rev. Dr. MaƩhew A.N. Shaw, M.D., accepted the call to lead TwelŌh BapƟst Church on November 12, 1899, 
as the 10th pastor. He entered his pastoral ministry during a Ɵme when the church faced a significant de-
cline in church membership. 

Rev. Dr. Shaw was born in Bath, Jamaica, and was educated at Calabar College in Kingston. His scholarly apƟ-
tude led him to further studies in the United States: he aƩended Boston University School of Medicine and 
also studied at TuŌs College (presumably for addiƟonal academic work) before opening a medical pracƟce in 
Boston, even while serving as a pastor. The story is told that at one point, due to the racism at Boston City 
Hospital, he had his doctor's office in the basement of the church. Reverend Dr. Shaw was a firm advocate of 
the rights of his race. His masterly thought and convincing presentaƟons won laurels for innumerable caus-
es. Reverend Dr. Shaw was the NaƟonal President of the Equal Rights League of America, a cause to which 
he had given generously of his Ɵme and means. 

In 1906, as Boston’s Black community shiŌed from Beacon Hill to Roxbury, Rev. Dr. Shaw led TwelŌh BapƟst 
Church to move to Lower Roxbury, and the TwelŌh BapƟst Church membership acquired the property, Bos-
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ton Tabernacle at the corner of Shawmut Avenue and Madison Street (now Melnea Cass Blvd) in 1905 and 
dedicated the building on November 11, 1906.  

Rev. Dr.  Shaw expressed his dedicaƟon and graƟtude at the ceremony… “For all the success which has 
aƩended me, I thank God, and bless the people who in the rank and file have loved me, trusted me, and 
heroically followed me. May God give me grace, power, and opportunity to serve them in the future beƩer 
than I have done in the past. During the whole severe struggle which ended in the glorious victory we are 
now about to celebrate, our members stood by us and gave us loyal support.” Not only did Reverend 
Shaw’s vision and leadership save the church, but its membership grew exponenƟally as a result of his pow-
erful ability to be forward-thinking. 

Known as one of the best orators in the country, Rev. Dr. Shaw’s leadership allows the church to flourish as 
a center for faith and culture,  hosƟng arƟsts like Marian Anderson, who gave her first Boston recital within 
its walls. 

 Rev. Dr. Shaw passed away on Wednesday night, September 19, 1923, at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital. 
Although his health had declined, Dr. Shaw had remained acƟve in ministry unƟl the end, having preached 
at the church the Sunday before his passing. At the end of his tenure, TwelŌh BapƟst Church was arguably 
the largest black congregaƟon in the city of Boston.  

  

VII. The Hester Era: EducaƟon, Service, and Strength (1924–1964) 

In 1924, Rev. Dr. William Hunter Hester accepted the call to lead the historic TwelŌh BapƟst Church in July 
of 1924. As the 11th pastor, he was a gentleman, scholar, advisor, and friend who won the admiraƟon of a 
wide circle of followers. 

A naƟve of Oxford, North Carolina, Reverend Dr. Hester was born on August 19, 1888 to Lee and Emma 
Hester. He graduated from the Mary PoƩer School and the North Carolina College for Negroes (now North 
Carolina Central University). When he and his wife, Beulah H. Shepherd, relocated to Boston, Reverend Dr. 
Hester pursued graduate studies at Boston University School of Theology and the Andover Newton Theo-
logical School. 

As a true shepherd, Reverend Dr. Hester endeavored to comfort the bereaved, to encourage the sick, and 
to support the needy.   In New England, he was regarded as one of the most disƟnguished and princely 
leaders of the ChrisƟan faith. For his faithful service to so many, Reverend Dr. Hester was unofficially re-
garded as the “Dean of Boston’s Clergy”. He was a pivotal leader in the denominaƟon services as the Presi-
dent of the Negro BapƟst Ministries Conference of Boston and was an acƟve member of the OrdinaƟon 
Council, the Trustee Board of Palmer Memorial InsƟtute, the ExecuƟve Board of the New England BapƟst 
ConvenƟon and the Foreign Mission Board of the NaƟonal BapƟst ConvenƟon Incorporated. 
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On May 28, 1945, Reverend Hester was granted an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Divinity from Shaw Uni-
versity in Raleigh, North Carolina. A year later, he published the second history book for TwelŌh BapƟst 
Church, One Hundred and Five Years by Faith: A History of Twel h Bap st Church, Boston, MA. 

He and his wife, Beulah Shephard Hester, combined scholarship and service, with Beulah Hester’s work at 
the Robert Gould Shaw House, leaving an indelible mark on Boston’s social work landscape. Dr. Hester guid-
ed the congregaƟon through the Great Depression, World War II, and the Civil Rights Movement. 

Dr. Hester, supported by his wife Beulah Shephard Hester, fostered ChrisƟan educaƟon, civic engagement, 
and youth leadership. It was under Dr. Hester’s ministry that Rev. Michael E. Haynes joined as Minister to 
Youth in 1951. Haynes’ leadership helped dozens of young African Americans pursue higher educaƟon and 
civic service. 

During this period, Dr. MarƟn Luther King, Jr., while a doctoral student at Boston University, frequently 
served in ministry and preached at TwelŌh BapƟst Church. His friendship with Dr. and Mrs. Hester — and 
later with Rev. Haynes — deepened the church’s legacy as a spiritual home for jusƟce and propheƟc minis-
try. Dr. Hester’s death in 1964 ended the longest conƟnuous pastorate in the church’s history to this point, 
serving 40 years as pastor. 

  

VIII. The Haynes Era: Faith in AcƟon (1965–2004) 

Upon Dr. Hester’s passing in 1964, Rev. Dr. Michael E. Haynes — a state legislator and social reformer — 
was called to lead TwelŌh BapƟst Church. Installed in 1965, Rev. Haynes guided the church through the tur-
bulence of the civil rights era with steady vision. Rev. Dr. Michael E. Haynes was installed as pastor in 1965 
during the church’s 125th Anniversary.  

A proud graduate of Boston English High School (Class of 1944), Rev. Haynes earned his Bachelor of Arts in 
Theology from the New England School of Theology in 1949 and later completed graduate studies in Mis-
sion and Clinical Services at Shelton College in New York. He pursued further study at Gordon-Conwell The-
ological Seminary and was later awarded mulƟple honorary doctorates, including the Doctor of Laws, Doc-
tor of Divinity, and Doctor of HumaniƟes. 

Rev. Haynes’ ministry began early at TwelŌh BapƟst Church, where he served as Youth Minister in 1951 be-
fore rising to Associate Minister. On October 24, 1964, he was installed as the Senior Pastor, a role he faith-
fully held for 40 years unƟl his reƟrement in 2004. Under his leadership, TwelŌh BapƟst grew spiritually and 
insƟtuƟonally: the church revised its consƟtuƟon and bylaws, established a food bank, pre-school, and 
housing iniƟaƟves, and acquired properƟes such as the MarƟn Luther King Jr. House and the Second African 
MeeƟng House. He also founded the SAMH CorporaƟon and oversaw the creaƟon of SAMH CorporaƟon 
Apartments, advancing the church’s mission in both ministry and community development, which sƟll exist 
to this day.  

A trailblazer, Rev. Haynes recorded a legacy of “firsts.” He was the first Black person invited to serve on the 
Berkshire ChrisƟan College Board, the first to address the EvangelisƟc AssociaƟon and the New England An-
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nual Conference, and the only Black American elected as a full delegate to the Lausanne CommiƩee on 
World EvangelizaƟon. He was also a featured keynote speaker before Congress in 1986 and was honored as 
the American BapƟst Urban Pastor of the Year in 1987. 

His influence extended well beyond the pulpit. From 1965 to 1968, Rev. Haynes represented Roxbury in the 
MassachuseƩs House of RepresentaƟves, where he advocated for jusƟce and equity. He later served on the 
MassachuseƩs State Parole Board by appointment of Governor Francis Sargent, and was a member of the 
Boston Mayor’s CommiƩee on Violence and the AƩorney General’s Advisory CommiƩee on Drug AddicƟon. 
Deeply engaged in the Civil Rights Movement, he worked alongside Dr. MarƟn Luther King Jr. in planning 
the historic 1965 march from Roxbury to Boston Common, which called for school desegregaƟon. 

Rev. Haynes was also a visionary thinker. In 2006, he proposed that Northeastern University create a pro-
ject to preserve the history of Boston’s Black community, which led to the founding of the Lower Roxbury 
Black History Project. His lifelong commitment to educaƟon and young people was so profound that Rox-
bury’s Haynes Early EducaƟon Center was named in his honor. 

A statesman, pastor, and civic leader, he bridged pulpit and policy, serving as both State RepresentaƟve 
and propheƟc voice for jusƟce. Under his leadership, the church became a center for urban ministry, edu-
caƟon, housing advocacy, and social acƟon. Rev. Haynes’ influence reached across Boston’s poliƟcal and 
moral landscape, shaping generaƟons of clergy and civic leaders. He remained pastor unƟl 2004, leaving a 
legacy of faith, acƟvism, and vision that conƟnues to define TwelŌh BapƟst Church today. Rev. Dr. Haynes 
ended his tenure, following the tradiƟon of his predecessor, with the longest conƟnuous pastorate in the 
church’s history to date, serving 40 years as pastor. 

  

IX. The Gerald Era: Community Engagement and Global Mission (2005–2020) 

Following Rev. Haynes’ long and transformaƟve tenure, Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Gerald, Jr. assumed the pastoral 
leadership of TwelŌh BapƟst Church. His era marked a renewed emphasis on community engagement, in-
tergeneraƟonal outreach, and global mission. 

A product of the Boston Public Schools, Rev. Gerald aƩended Timilty Junior High School and graduated from 
The English High School. As a youth, he played basketball at the Norfolk House for the “Exquisites” with life-
long friends Al Holland and Lenny Cox. That program, led by Rev. Michael E. Haynes and Clarence “Jeep” 
Jones, not only gave young Black boys a sense of belonging but also broadened their horizons, introducing 
them to historically Black colleges through organized trips. These formaƟve experiences, combined with the 
mentorship of men like Haynes and Jones, deeply shaped Rev. Gerald’s vision for ministry and educaƟon. 

On January 30, 1975, Rev. Gerald was licensed to preach the Gospel by the American BapƟst Churches. Un-
der the pastorate of Rev. Michael E. Haynes at TwelŌh BapƟst Church, he was ordained on November 11, 
1976, alongside his close colleagues Rev. VaCountess Johnson and Rev. Bruce H. Wall. 
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Within TwelŌh BapƟst Church, Rev. Gerald faithfully served in mulƟple capaciƟes: Minister to College & 
Young Adults, Chair of the Budget, Pre-School Board, African American History, Personnel, and NominaƟng 
CommiƩees. He also served as Treasurer of the Mission Ministry, Chair of the ChrisƟan EducaƟon Ministry, 
and as a member of the SAMH CorporaƟon. 

Beyond the church, Rev. Gerald built a disƟnguished career in academia. For 38 years, he served at Salem 
State College (now Salem State University), reƟring as Associate Dean of Academic and Cultural Affairs. His 
experƟse in finance and budgeƟng became invaluable to both the university and his ministry, parƟcularly in 
his leadership of TwelŌh BapƟst’s Budget and NominaƟng Ministries. In recogniƟon of his contribuƟons, Sa-
lem State established an Endowment Scholarship in his name in 2004, and in 2012, the university awarded 
him an honorary Doctorate. 

As pastor, Rev. Dr. Gerald commiƩed himself to leading TwelŌh BapƟst into a future of Purpose, Power, 
Praise, and Prayer. His vision has always been for a church inƟmately connected to its community, minister-
ing beyond its walls, and insƟlling hope in a new generaƟon of young people—just as mentors once insƟlled 
hope in him. 

AŌer faithfully serving for more than 15 years of pastoral leadership, five years as interim pastor, and ten 
years as Senior Pastor. Rev. Dr. Gerald reƟred from the pulpit of TwelŌh BapƟst Church on December 31, 
2020, leaving behind a legacy of faithful leadership and spiritual devoƟon. 

Rev. Gerald worked to strengthen the church’s neighborhood presence through mentorship programs, food 
and clothing ministries, youth development, and partnerships with local schools and nonprofits. He champi-
oned a theology of acƟon — that the Gospel must not only be preached from the pulpit but embodied in 
the streets of Roxbury and beyond. 

Under his guidance, TwelŌh BapƟst deepened its Ɵes with civic and interfaith partners, revitalized its wor-
ship and music ministry, and sustained the church’s idenƟty as a “beacon of hope” amid the changing dy-
namics of urban Boston. 

The Gerald years conƟnued the thread of social faith woven through TwelŌh BapƟst’s DNA — balancing his-
toric preservaƟon with pracƟcal compassion and preparing the congregaƟon for a new era of spiritual and 
organizaƟonal renewal. 

  

X. The Bodrick Era: RestoraƟon and Renewal (2021–2025) 

In 2020, amid a global pandemic and a naƟonal reckoning on race, Rev. Dr. Willie Bodrick II, J.D., M.Div. was 
elected Pastor of TwelŌh BapƟst Church. Rev. Bodrick took the reins as Senior Pastor on January 1, 2021. He 
brought new energy and vision to a historic mantle. 

Prior to being Senior Pastor, Rev. Bodrick served on the ministerial staff for the previous nine years as Youth 
and Young Adult Minister, Young Adult and College Minister, Assistant Pastor, and eventually the Associate 
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Pastor. He also served as the Director of the AŌerschool Program and Summer Enrichment Program, suc-
cessfully managing both programs and maintaining student and family engagement. Rev. Bodrick also 
serves as the Vice President of the SAMH CorporaƟon, overseeing the church’s housing ministry, thriŌ shop, 
youth ministry, and aŌerschool and summer enrichment programs.  

As COVID-19 devastated communiƟes across the naƟon, Pastor Bodrick was vested with the task of leading 
the congregaƟon through the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, which required various operaƟonal and fiscal 
implementaƟons, and a manifold of execuƟve decisions that enabled the church to fully funcƟon on various 
online plaƞorms, including Facebook, TwiƩer, Instagram, YouTube, Zoom, Tithe.ly, and PayPal.With God on 
our side, we were able to conƟnue our ministries and services, as well as increase their viewership and en-
gagement to over a thousand weekly viewers from across the country and the world.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Rev. Bodrick and TBC also led vaccine educaƟon efforts, donated more than 
$375,000 to community members and organizaƟons. Rev. Bodrick led TwelŌh BapƟst in transforming chal-
lenge into ministry. In partnership with Boston Medical Center (BMC), the church established a community-
based vaccinaƟon clinic in Shaw and Hester Hall. This iniƟaƟve vaccinated over 2,500 people and provided 
criƟcal access to vaccines for residents of Roxbury and surrounding neighborhoods — many of whom faced 
barriers to healthcare. The clinic became a model of faith-driven public health, reflecƟng TwelŌh BapƟst’s 
enduring mission: to serve both the body and the soul. Rev. Bodrick also brought in a $1 Million giŌ from 
King Boston (now Embrace Boston), the largest giŌ ever made to the TwelŌh BapƟst Church. 

Rev. Dr. Bodrick was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, and is the eldest son (Brothers: Trustee Chair Win-
ston “Skip” Bodrick and Weldon T. Bodrick) of Rev. Willie Bodrick and Anna Bodrick. Pastor Bodrick is a 
proud product of Atlanta Public Schools.  

Rev. Dr. Bodrick holds a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree from Georgetown University, a Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.) degree from Harvard Divinity School, and a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from Northeastern University 
School of Law. In May 2022, Rev. Bodrick received an honorary Doctorate of Community Service from 
Northeastern University. 

Concurrently, Rev. Bodrick is the President and CEO of The American City CoaliƟon (TACC). He brings exten-
sive execuƟve leadership and a personal and professional commitment to social and economic jusƟce in the 
Roxbury community. Pastor Bodrick serves on many boards, including a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Boston Medical Center, the YMCA of Greater Boston, and the Governor’s Advisory Council for Black Empow-
erment. Rev. Bodrick has received numerous awards and honors, including 2025 Boston Business Journal 
Power 50, 2024 MarƟn L. King, Jr. InternaƟonal Chapel College of Ministers and Laity Board of Preachers In-
ductee, and 2023 Boston Magazine 150 Most InfluenƟal Bostonians. 

Rev. Bodrick’s leadership has reenergized the church’s engagement in affordable housing, social advocacy, 
digital ministry, and preserving our church history, while advancing a renewed vision for faith, freedom, and 
wholeness. 
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In 2025, the church embarked on a major RestoraƟon and Renewal Project, restoring its historic edifice in 
Roxbury while revitalizing its spiritual, cultural, and social mission. This restoraƟon symbolizes not only the 
preservaƟon of a building but the renewal of a calling,  ensuring that the church remains a beacon for fu-
ture generaƟons. 

Rev. Bodrick, along with his wife, First Lady Dr. Devin CromarƟe Bodrick, and their son, Willie Bodrick, III, 
conƟnue to lead TwelŌh BapƟst Church as we stand upon the promise of God.  

  

XI. The Church That Freedom Built (Conclusion) 

For 220 years, TwelŌh BapƟst Church has stood as a living witness that faith and freedom walk together. 
From Thomas Paul’s vision in 1805 to the restoraƟon of 2025, it has been a sanctuary for the oppressed, a 
plaƞorm for the propheƟc, and a community of believers who refuse to separate the Gospel from jusƟce. 

For 220 years, from Beacon Hill to Roxbury, TwelŌh BapƟst Church has stood as a testament to the power 
of faith in freedom. Founded by the descendants of enslaved people, sustained by aboliƟonists, and carried 
forward by generaƟons of believers, it remains a beacon of hope for Boston and the world. 

Today, as it celebrates 185 years as TwelŌh BapƟst Church, the congregaƟon conƟnues to live its founding 
creed — that the church of Jesus Christ must be a place where faith empowers freedom, where love fuels 
jusƟce, and where history lives in the hearts of the faithful. 

We are heirs of a sacred legacy — a church born in struggle, sustained by faith, and s ll moving in the Spirit. 
As we celebrate 220 years of the First African Bap st Church and 185 years as Twel h Bap st Church, we 
recommit ourselves to the Gospel that liberates and the work that endures. The same God who built this 
house will con nue to guide us — un l faith, freedom, and love are one. 

  

 

Beacon Hill, Boston 
(1805-1907) 

Shawmut Ave. Roxbury
(1907-1954) 

Warren Street, Roxbury
(1957-Present) 
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Adonica Chaplain Jane Agatha Caines West p39 

AKA p26 
Dr. Devin CromarƟe Bodrick M.D., M.P.H. p26 

AMBRY Development p30 

ANKHARA By Luciana Home Décor & Design p79 

Arbit ChiropracƟc p79 

Audio Visual Ministry p39 

Babson College p94 

Lucille Ionie Bailey in memory of p89 

Staley & Frank Isles-Brako, Jr. p95 

Michele Vaughn-Bernardez p89 

Eddie Lu Blakely Memory of p49 

Bobbie Boykins Tribute p38 

Boston Medical Center Health System p52 

BriƩon Family p37 

The Bodrick Brothers, Omega p27 

FIRST FAMILY 
The Bodrick Family p28 

JeaneƩe Elizabeth Harris, Purvis, Bowen p64 

Sylvia Brown and Family p44 

Linda and Rudolph Cabral p41 

Caribbean FoundaƟon of Boston Inc. p80 

Ronald & Charlene Carroll p99 

Chappie Home Improvement p80 

CHURCHILL MORTGAGE p81 

Churchwomen Fellowship Ministry p48 

CITY STRINGS UNITED, INC. p54 

Mildred Comes in memory of p94 

Elizabeth Cooper in memory of p83 

Alexander Coren & Burton Families in memory of p41 

CraŌing Sisters p82 

Elizabeth Crockton and Family p82 

Daly Beauty AestheƟc, LLC p82 

Davis Funeral Home p55 

John L. Davis in memory of (Sandra Hines) p88 

Dawson Mollie & Charles Memorial p56 

Deaconess Ministry p33 

Deacons Ministry p32 

DIX SMITH Family FoundaƟon p29 

Donna’s Hair Care Service p49 

Dorcas Ministry p34 

Ebenezer BapƟst Church p58 

Epic Tax Service p84 

First BapƟst Church Roatan Honduras p84 

Fit4Life Movement p59 

Frugal Book Store Inc. p96 

Gerald Family p25 

Barbara Gibbs 75th Birthday CelebraƟon p79 

Beulah and Marlene Gibbs in memory of p85 

Girls Scouts Ministry p83 

Global Ministries ChrisƟan Church p60 

Golden Girls ReƟree Social Club p84 

Donald E. Green Law Office p57 

Don & Sadie Goss p52 

Susie Griffin Memorial p53 

Greater Framingham Community Church p85 

Hamilton Family p86 

Henry and Love Families p87 

Tammy Hill of Davis Funeral Home p45 

Hurley Wire & Cable p61 

InfluenƟal Beauty p86 

ITD SoluƟon / SBurton Services p62 

Daniel & Clara Janey Memorial p63 

JOBE - Common House & Jobe p68 

John Shelburne CommiƩee Council p65 

Irving Keyes, Sharon, Sharlea Brooks-Keyes p87 

Sharlea Brookes-Keyes, NarraƟve p51 

Kenney Cleaners p88 

King Solomon Ministry p40 
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Jovan J. Lacel AƩorney p88 

Elizabeth Phillips & William Lakes in memory of p97 

Frances Lawson, Rachel Gray, Idowu Family p93 

Life Changing Church, Choose Life p81 

Literacy Fellowship Ministry p41, p101 

Edna LiƩle in memory of p83 

Liturgical Dance Ministry p42 

Mass Chapter of Teamsters NaƟonal Black Caucus p45 

MBDDA - MassachuseƩs BapƟst Deacon and  
Deaconess AssociaƟon p93 

Men's Fellowship Ministry p43 

Ministerial Team, p23 

Missions - Angel Tree, Food Pantry,  
Kitchen, RestoraƟon, ThriŌ Shop p35 

Patricia Massenburg Finance / Moody Group p96 

Morency Family p95 

Janyce & Thomas Murray p87 

Museum African American History p31 

Music Ministry p44 

New York Life Insurance Company p89 

Next Stop TransportaƟon p69 

Maurice & Agnes Nobles Family Memorial p67 

Robin & Maurice Nobles Family p91 

Norberts Financial Service p100 

Norris Harrel  Senior Tax Associate p100 

Nurses Ministry p45 

NUTTER - Mia Buffington p97 

OneUnited Bank p70 

Peoples BapƟst Church p71 

Pharaohess Jewell ConsulƟng 

PlaƟnum Coach & Tours Inc. p91 

Poppa B's BBQ Soul - WSJR Foodservice Group LLC p72 

Mary Pam-Powell p90 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY p92 

Queen Lady PJ p92 

Rev. Dr. Michael E. Haynes Early EducaƟon Center p73 

Brenda Richardson Family p43 

SAMH - Second African MeeƟng House Corp. p75 

Sankofa Custom Woodworking p80 

SBurton Services, Sidney Burton Jr. p98 

Seniors on the Move p95 

Darryl Simpson Family p99 

Smither Family p52 

St Paul AME Church Cambridge, MA p74 

St. John Missionary BapƟst Church p76 

Hazel Stevens in memory of p85 

Swingers Ministry p46 

TBC Sunday School Ministry p44 

In Memory of Robert & Leoutrah Tabb p93 

Thomas Family Legacy p81 

Sarah E Thomas in memory of p94 

Trustees Ministry p36 

TBC Ushers Ministry p47 

Visions In Media Denise Burton p98 

Waldwin Group Dunkin Donuts p97 

Warren Gardens Coop p77 

Wellness Ministry p50 

Jane Agath Cains West In Memory p39 

Karen Wier Realty Co. p66 

Women's ExecuƟve Board p49 

Osgood & Woodson and Family p78 

BeƩy Jean Wright Johnson In Memory p39 

Maxine Wiley in memory of p92 

The Wheeler Group p98 

Zoomers Ministry p96 
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Brityan, Brytlyn, Bryani & Xander Andrews 

Debra Barnes-Wilson 

Garon Barrow & Family 

In loving memory of Lillie Bass 

Sherman and Ingrid Batholomew & Family  

Mrs. Martha Beacon & Family 

Clarence, Clara, Cassaundra & Dwayne. Bell Job 5:8 

Dorothy M. Bell & Family 

Renee Bigaud-Young 

The Blackwell Family 

Emerson Sr., Valerie & Emerson Jr. Brathwaite 

In Loving memory of Carroll Brathwaite  

Michael & Heather Brathwaite  

Jordyn Olivia BriƩon 

In loving memory of Milton L. BriƩon Sr. 

Sydni Anne BriƩon 

Violet Ann BriƩon 

In loving memory of Crystal A. BriƩon 

Barbara Burton & Family  

Denise & Sidney Burton Jr, & Family 

Rosa Burton & Family 

Anthony Busby & Violet A. BriƩon 

In loving memory of Gregory & Adeline Cabral 

Ernest and Shelby Cabral-Smither III 

Kathrina M. Caiby & Family 

Lori  Caiby & Gray Caiby-Mathis 

JeaneƩe Calhoun & Family 

Adonica’s Grandchildren 
Brian, Kyle & Michelle Chapman  

Mary and Tommie Campbell  

Adonica, MyeliƩa, James & Robin Chaplain  

Adonica Grandchildren- Brian, Kyle & Michelle  

From the Colas family with Love 

Charles & Carolyn Coleman and Family 

R. Nobles in memory of BeƩy Cook Hines 

Norris and Eveline Cornish 

Sherrie Cox  

Denisha Crawley-Bell & Family 

In memory of Franciscia Henry We love you 

Min. Liz Crockton & Family 

Lauren ChrisƟna Crockton 

Deacon Markel Crockton 

Marnier Paris Crockton 

Lillie A. Davis  

In Loving memory of Savilla R. Harden 

Linda P. Davis 

Taronna R. Davis 

The Dawson Family  

Angela Dixon & Family 

Dennis Dixon 

Lenny and Marva Cox "CongratulaƟons TBC” 

Jonathan R. Dukes 

Leca & William Kyie & Family 

Trevor, Evelyn, Jaiden & Tyler 

Thomas & Juarez Farrington  

ChrisƟne Francis & Family  

Marque & Felicia Fraser & Family 

Wanda Gaines “CongratulaƟons on 185”  

Isiah Thomas Gibbs 

Noah Alexander Gibbs 

Nyla Z. Gibbs 

Poloma Ysabel Gibbs 

Kenneth O. Gibbs Jr. III  

Kenneth O. Gibbs, Sr.  

Bruce Gonsalves & Family 

Beryl J. Greaves 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Green & Family 

Fannie Greene 

Rev. Ronel W. & Mrs. ErnesƟne Gunn 

The Hardaway Family “CongratulaƟons” 

Alfreda Harris & Family 

Shelbourne Community Center 

Tammy L. Hill and Family 

In loving memory of James Boyd, Essie Hiil-Boyd 

Delsie Hodgson 

Gritchen Hodgson & Family 

Ruby and James Hudson 

JusƟn Reid and Katlyn Hurst 

Tyesha N. Isom 

PATRONS 
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"In Loving memory of Fred Jackson" 
Naomi Jackson 

Doris Johnson & Family 

Kim Johnson Cheek 

In memory of  
Willie D. & Saiya Kai Johnson 

Clara Jones & Family 

Florence L. Jones 
In memory of my beloved husband,  

Arnold G. Jones 

In Memory of Grandparents  
Edward & Mammie Jones 

Sharon Keyes  

Wilma A. Knight 

Sonia Lawrence & Family 

Wilhelmina Lewis 

The Locker Family “Blessings” 

In Memory of  
Miriam Chase & Sharon Manning 

Dorrit Marshall & Family 

Mildred Mathews and Family 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Maund Family 

Dr. Kerry Lynn & Andre Moore 

Trevor Mulcare 

Deborah Mullins & Family 

Brenda Jean Nobles  “1 Corinthians 13:13" 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry & Zina Nord 

In Memory of Miriam Chase &  
Sharon Manning, LoreƩa Paulding 

In loving memory of  
Lillie Bass, Flossie Pearson & Family 

Veronica R. Penn 

James and Ethel Pinckney  

Elizabeth Price & Family  

In Memory of The Prevoe Family 

Julia, Camille & Julius Reid  

Phoebelyn H. Reid & Colin Reid Jr. 

Charles & Hansella Robson & Family 

Dr. Cierra Belize Robson 

Elijah Benjamin Robson 

In memory of Albert Rogers  

David E. Ryan 

AnneƩe Sailsman & Family 

Earlene Salley 

Janice Sargent 

Haschel & Florence Sealy & Family  

Glenda Sims & Family “Congrats TBC on 185 years!” 

In Memory of Gerald & Jacqueline Singleton 

In Memory of Pamela Singleton & Renita Brodie 
Lisa Singleton 

Craig Small 

In loving memory of the eternal family of  
James & Sarah E Small 

Charles P. Smith  

Mrs. Shirley Downie Smith 

Sierra Joi Smither 

Ernest & Shelby Smither Family 

Ernest John Smither IV 

The Spratling Family 

In loving memory of Stewart/Holbert Family  

In Memory & Honor of the Tabb Family 

In Memory and Honor of loved ones 

The Charles Thomas Family, PA 

The Kevin Thomas Family, CA 

In loving Memory of  
Algernon & Helen Thomas 

Sean & Nadia Thomas & Family 

In loving memory of Edward A. Thompson  

Deaconess Donna Vass & Family "CONGRATS!” 

In Memory of Mother Bessie Lee Anderson-Wiggins 

Denise Williams & Family 

Eslyn Williams & Family  

Debra Barnes Wilson 

Alma Wright  
60 years as an acƟve member of TBC 

James Wright 

Renee Bigaud-Young 
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DRONE PHOTO 
 by Dante Luna Jaronzie 

TWELFTH BAPTIST CHURCH 
One Sixty Warren Street, Roxbury, MassachuseƩs 02119 
www.tbcboston.org | (617) 442-7855 | office@tbcboston.org 

 
Rev. Dr. Willie Bodrick, II - Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown - Associate Pastor 

Rev. Dr.  Arthur T. Gerald, Jr.  - Pastor Emeritus 

Scan to get the Online Version 
and more, from the 

185th Anniversary secƟon of our 
tbcboston.org/185th website 

Office (617) - 442-7855 | office@tbcboston.org 

20251202 
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